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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949, 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  good  during  the  year 
but  there  was  a  general  rise  in  the  number  of  notifyable  diseases 
and  a  severe  outbreak  of  infantile  paralysis  confined  to  the  parish 
of  Bridestowe  in  the  late  summer. 

Probably  the  most  significant  decision  of  the  Council  during 
this  period  was  that  a  site  in  the  Borough  of  Okehampton  be 
purchased  and  adequate  office  accommodation  erected  thereon. 
All  the  officials  of  this  Council  have  heretofore  been  severely 
handicapped  by  cramped  quarters  scattered  about  the  town.  It  is 
hoped,  on  the  completion  of  the  new  building,  that  we  shall  work 
together  as  a  team  to  general  satisfaction  of  all. 


Section  A 

The  registrar  general  estimates  that  there  was  a  net  loss  of 
fifty .  persons  during  the  year. 

There  was  a  sharp  fall  in  the  number  of  births  bringing  the 
birth  rate  considerably  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
cause  for  this  may  be  chance,  but  nevertheless  there  are  a  number 
of  young  people  postponing  marriage  owing  to  lack  of  housing 
accommodation. 

The  deaths  showed  a  rise  and  exceeded  the  births  by  fifteen. 
It  would  appear  that  the  district  is  heading  for  the  dysgenic  state 
which  existed  before  the  war. 

A  general  statistical  inference  can  be  drawn  from  a  study  of 
the  accompanying  tables. 


General  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  ... 

•  •  • 

132,514 

Population — 1931  Census 

13,020 

Estimated  Population — Mid  1949 

12,250 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

3,801 

Rateable  Value  ... 

/53,644 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£217 

Loan  Debt 

•  •  • 

...  £223,614 

Vital  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  ...  ...  82 

80 

162 

Legitimate  ...  ...  77 

76 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  5 

4 

England 
and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

•  •  • 

13.2 

16.7 

Still  Births  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

•  »  * 

0.41 

0.39 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  84 

93 

177 

Death  Rate  per  1,00  population 

14.4 

11.7 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

11.1 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

3 

Maternal  Mortality 

17.9 

0.98 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

3 

Infant  Mortality 

19 

32 

4 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Infectious  Causes  : 

Influenza 

...  3 

Tuberculosis 

...  3 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

Tetanus 

1 

General  Causes : 

Heart  Disease  ... 

...  30 

Cancer  ... 

...  29 

Bronchitis 

...  13 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

...  13 

Senility 

...  13 

Asthma 

...  10 

Coronary  Thrombosis ... 

...  9 

Arteriosclerosis 

...  8 

Pneumonia 

...  6 

Disease  of  the  Liver  ... 

...  5 

Disease  of  the  Prostate 

...  4 

Nephritis 

...  3 

Puerperal  Causes 

...  3 

Congenital 

1 

Suicide 

...  2 

Accidental  . 

...  4 

Other  Causes  ... 

...  12 

Infants  under  1  Year 

Prematurity 

•  •  • 

...  2 

Hydrocephalus ... 

•  •  • 

1 

Total 

•  •  • 

...  177 

Age  of  Death  Table 

Age  at  Death  Males 

Females 

Infants  under  1  year... 

3 

— 

1—  5 . 

2 

— 

5-15  . 

— 

2 

15—25 . 

1 

2 

25—35  . 

1 

2 

35—45  ... 

2 

7 

45—55  . 

8 

7 

55—65  . 

7 

7 

65—75  . 

26 

21 

75  and  over  ... 

34 

45 

84 

93 

5 


Total 


177 


* 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  year  was  the  first  full  one  after  the  implementation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  and  much  praise  and  criticism  has 
naturally  accrued.  However,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  general 
health  of  this  district  in  particular,  no  noticeable  change  has 
occurred  although  there  is  some  evidence  that  certain  sections  of 
the  population,  particularly  the  women  and  some  of  the  fixed  lower 
income  groups,  including  pensioners,  have  been  better  cared  for,  at 
least  they  have  had  the  financial  fear  of  approaching  their  doctor 
removed. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47  :  In  six  cases  your 
M.O.H.  was  called  upon  under  this  section  with  a  view  to  issuing  a 
certificate  to  initiate  a  court  action  to  remove  an  aged  person.  In 
three  instances  the  condition  of  the  section  did  not  obtain  and  in 
the  remaining  three  the  situation  was  relieved  by  the  provisions  of 
a  neighbour  under  the  home  help  scheme.  It  is  felt  that  although 
this  section  is  necessary  in  extreme  cases,  it  should  only  be  applied 
when  all  else  fails. 

The  provision  of  accommodation  for  old  people  under  Section 
21  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  is  still  outstanding.  As  a  result  of 
a  questionnaire  to  the  doctors  practising  in  the  district  it  was  found 
that  82  persons  were  in  need  of  residential  accommodation  by 
reason  of  age,  infirmity  or  other  circumstances. 

Apart  from  the  above  notes  the  general  provisions  of  the  health 
services  remain  as  reported  in  previous  reports. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

The  table  at  the  end  of  the  report  gives  an  up-to-date  position 
of  your  water  supplies. 

Analysis  of  Water  Supplies  ( Public  and  Private)  :  The 
following  are  the  results  of  water  samples  taken  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of 

samples  taken  passed  failed 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  41  16  25 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water .  6  4  2 
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Under  powers  delegated  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  the 
following  operations  were  undertaken  to  safeguard  supplies  already 
in  existence  : — 

I 

South  Zeal  and  South  Tawton 

Analysis  of  the  water  from  upland  springs  showed  that  it  had 
a  plumbo-solvent  action  and  the  construction  of  a  limestone  filter, 
through  which  all  water  must  pass  before  entering  the  reservoir, 
has  now  been  completed.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis 
reveals  the  water  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  with  a  p.h.  value  of 
7.1  and  because  of  careful  siting  it  has  been  possible  to  increase  the 
total  storage  capacity  by  3,000  gallons. 

Meeth 

The  public  well  has  been  cleaned  out  and  the  top  built  up  above 
field  level  to  prevent  the  entry  of  subsoil  water. 

Northlew 

Similar  works  have  been  carried  out  to  the  public  well  and 
analysis  of  the  water  after  completion  reveals  it  to  be  entirely 
satisfactory. 

Iddesleigh 

Water  in  one  of  the  public  wells  was  found  to  be  contaminated 
by  a  quantity  of  heavy  oil  from  an  unknown  source.  The  well  had 
been  dug  out  of  the  rock  and  in  spite  of  every  care  during  pumping 
operations,  oil  adhered  to  the  sides.  The  well  was  therefore  lined 
with  concrete  rings,  the  lead  suction  pipe  removed  and  replaced 
with  galvanised  iron  pending  the  delivery  of  tin-lined  copper. 
Analysis  of  the  water  revealed  it  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  and 
equivalent  to  a  Class  1  piped  supply. 

Broadwoodkelly 

Routine  analysis  of  the  water  in  the  public  well  revealed 
pollution.  This  was  traced  to  the  roots  of  a  tree  nearby  conveying 
subsoil  water  into  the  well.  The  tree  was  removed,  the  area  drained 
and  the  well  lined  with  concrete.  Analysis  of  the  water  revealed 
the  works  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  and  equivalent  to  a  Class  1 
piped  supply. 

Bride  stowe 

Because  of  a  defective  pressure  reducing  valve  numerous  leaks 
occurred  in  the  service  pipes.  Since  the  new  valve  has  been  fitted 
only  isolated  leaks  have  been  reported. 
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Additional  Water  Schemes  prepared  but  not  commenced 

New-  piped  supply  from  Ash  to  Forder  and  Wonson  :  Details  of 
this  scheme  have  been  prepared  and  materials  ordered.  Preliminary 
tests  of  the  springs  for  the  operation  of  the  proposed  Ram  were 
taken  and  found  to  be  completely  satisfactory.  Interviews  were 
held  with  owners  relative  to  reservoir  and  pipeline  siting  and  com¬ 
plete  arrangements  made  for  early  installation.  Completion  of  the 
scheme  will  now  be  undertaken  by  the  newly  appointed  Engineer  to 
the  Board. 

Additional  Water  Schemes  carried  out  during  the  year 

Extension  from  Broomhill  to  Teign  Marsh,  Chagford — 328  yards 
of  3"  main. 

Extension  from  Stile  Farm,  Jacobstowe  to  Hayes  Barton, 
Jacobstowe — 596  yards  of  2"  main. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 
New  Works  and  Maintenance  : 

Sandy  Park — Drewsteignton 

The  new  scheme  was  the  subject  of  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry 
and  has  been  accepted  subject  to  certain  modifications.  The  modi¬ 
fied  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Ministry.  Bills 
of  Quantities  are  being  prepared  and  will  be  submitted  together 
with  an  application  for  a  commencement  date. 

South  Zeal  Sewage  Works 

Structural  defects  in  the  sedimentation  tanks  has  necessitated 
the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  an  extension  of  the  works  and  the 
renovation  of  existing  units,  and  work  on  the  drawings  is  in  hand. 

Zeal  Head — Ford  Cross — Housing  Site,  South  Zeal 

A  scheme  to  provide  a  sewer  for  these  properties  has  been 
prepared  and  will  be  submitted  for  loan  sanction  when  the  proposals 
for  the  Sewage  Works  are  dealt  with. 

Prospect,  South  Zeal 

A  small  extension  of  the  pipeline  has  allowed  these  properties 
to  connect  the  sewer. 

Sticklepath 

Drawings  are  in  hand  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  sewer  to 
proposed  new  treatment  works  to  abate  the  nuisance  existing  at 
the  present  time. 

Chagford 

A  scheme  to  extend  the  sewer  and  increase  the  capacity  of  the 
existing  treatment  works  has  been  prepared  and  the  contract 
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placed.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  with  the  owner  regarding 
easements. 

Bridestowe 

Because  of  nuisances  being  caused  by  the  defective  drainage  of 
four  properties,  the  sewer  was  extended  to  bring  each  within  the 
statutory  distance  of  100  feet.  Three  have  now  connected  and  the 
other  property  will  shortly  be  connected  to  this  sewer. 

Although  a  sewer  was  within  100  feet  of  a  number  of  other 
*  properties,  connections  had  not  been  made.  Statutory  action  has 
been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act  with  a  view  to  water 
closets  being  provided  instead  of  pail  closets. 

General 

During  the  year  there  have  been  a  number  of  cases  where 
properties  have  been  sold  and  new  owners  have  sought  the  advice  of 
the  Health  Department  regarding  modernising  of  drainage  systems. 
This  has  always  been  available  and  new  drainage  systems  have  been 
constructed  in  accordance  with  the  standard  drawings  and  specifi¬ 
cations  prepared  by  the  Department. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  tables  that  the  amount  of 
work  undertaken  by  the  inspectors  is  very  great  indeed,  particularly 
when  one  considers  the  scattered  nature  of  the  neighbourhood.  In 
spite  of  this  an  insanitary  condition  of  many  villages  and  hamlets 
still  continues  and  will  sooner  or  later  have  to  be  faced  and  dealt 


with  in  spite  of  an  enormous  initial  outlay. 

No.  of 

No.  of 
Notices 

No.  of 
Notices 
Complied 

Types  of  Premises 

Inspections 

Served 

With 

Houses  Inspected 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

594 

120 

109 

Houses  Reinspected 

Premises  other  than  houses  and  not 

278 

- - 

- - 

mentioned  below  ... 

58 

28 

24 

Food  Premises 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

62 

7 

6 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

64 

20 

10 

Refuse  Tips  ... 

•  •  • 

52 

— . 

— 

Public  Conveniences... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

64 

— 

- - 

Public  Water  Supplies 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

175 

- - 

— 

Private  Water  Supplies 

•  •  •  •  • 

96 

2 

2 

Drainage 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

83 

— 

— • 

Sewers 

114 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

40 

10 

10 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

62 

_ _ 

- . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  not 

classified... 

84 

— 

— 

Totals 

1826 

187 

161 
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Rat  Infestation 

First  Inspections  and  Reinspection  Number 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  990 

Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  425 

Tips  ...  .  150 

Salvage  Stores  ...  ...  ....  ...  25 

Sewers  and  Sewerage  Outfalls  ...  ...  640 

-  2230 


Types  of  Poisons  used  :  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic  and  Red  Squills. 
Total  number  of  Baiting  Points  :  16,040. 

Total  number  of  Dead  Rats  recovered  after  treatments  :  2,030. 

(Note. — Visits  in  connection  with  rat  infestation  are  not  included  in 
general  record  of  inspections). 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Extensions  of  the  existing  collection  areas  have  been  arranged 
as  follows  and  are  to  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  1947  report  : — 

Combebow  and  Bridestowe  Once  every  two  months  commencing 

on  the  second  Thursday  in  October 
Once  every  two  months  commencing 
on  the  third  Wednesday  in  October. 
Once  every  two  months  commencing 
on  the  third  Thursday  in  October. 
Once  every  two  months  commencing 
on  the  last  Friday  in  October. 
One  a  quarter  commencing  on  the 
Monday  after  Quarter  day. 

Once  a  month  commencing  on  the 
first  Monday  in  November. 


Bondleigh 

Monkokehampton  ... 

Fatherford,  Stockley  to  Ton¬ 
gue  End  ... 

Iddesleigh 

Brightly 


The  need  for  properly  covered  vehicles  is  considered  an  urgent 
one,  and  the  substitution  of  a  proper  covered  vehicle  for  the  open 
lorry  method  is  strongly  recommended. 

Salvage 

On  account  of  difficulties  experienced  in  finding  a  market  for 
salvage,  collections  were  discontinued  on  25th  June,  1949.  The 
amount  collected  up  to  this  date  was  : — 11  tons,  17  cwts. 


Schools 

The  schools  were  visited  periodically  and  the  children  found  to 
be  healthy.  Several  school  premises  are  still  in  need  of  attention. 
Chagford  Secondary  Modern  School  suffered  from  a  serious  defect  in 
the  sewage  disposal  system  but  the  Education  Authority  have  now 
agreed  to  abate  the  nuisance. 


Factories 

The  administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948,  in  its 
application  to  the  Rural  District,  has  been  carried  out  and  regular 
inspections  made.  The  subjoined  tables  set  these  out  in  compliance 
with  the  Statutory  Form  submitted  for  completion. 
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1 .  Inspections. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  o 

/ 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

53 

55 

(li)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

_ * 

(in)  Other  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

53 

55 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of 

cases  in  wl 

licit  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instutited 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanli¬ 
ness  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  . . . 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors ... 

1 

1 

_ 

. 

_ 

Sanitary 

conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  sepa¬ 
rate  for  sexes 

1 

2 

• 

_ 

- 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

10 

— 

— 

— 
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Section  D  . • 

HOUSING 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  continued  spasmodically  during  the 
year  as  other  urgent  work  would  persist,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
1,305  properties  coming  into  this  category  have  been  inspected. 
During  the  year  139  houses  have  been  inspected  and  these  are 


classified  in  the  following  groups  : — 

Houses  fit  in  all  respects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Houses  with  minor  defects  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Houses  requiring  structural  alterations  or  repair  ...  ...  72 

Houses  requiring  reconditioning  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Houses  requiring  demolitipn  or  replacement  ...  ...  5 


139 


In  my  opinion,  there  being  no  likelihood  of  any  significant 
increase  in  the  population  of  this  district,  a  careful  winnowing  of 
rural  properties  should  be  undertaken  in  conjunction  wfith  the 
building  programme  and  those  premises  which  are  effete  be  perman¬ 
ently  closed,  and  others  less  dilapidated  reconditioned,  bringing 
about,  in  time,  a  general  rise  in  standard  without  increasing  the 
actual  total  of  dwellings. 

Mr.  Bailey,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  submitted  the  following 
general  report  on  the  work  of  that  department  during  the  year  : — 

“  The  hold-up  in  housing  for  the  Rural  District  has  been 
entirely  due  to  contractual  difficulties,  (a)  to  unwillingness  of 
builders  to  tender  for  wrork,  as  at  Hatherleigh,  where  the  site  is 
prepared  but  tenders  for  the  erection  of  houses  not  forthcoming,  and 
(b)  to  difficulties  in  the  operation  of  contracts  already  existing  as  at 
South  Zeal  and  North  Tawton,  the  former  having  been  twice  trans¬ 
ferred,  and  the  latter  continually  neglected.  Such  difficulties  can 
obviously  not  be  anticipated  nor  prevented  whilst  the  Council  is 
obliged  to  accept  the  lowest  tender  without  regard  to  the  compata- 
bility  of  the  tenderer  to  carry  the  work  through. 

In  the  case  of  Hatherleigh,  63  firms  were  approached  but  only 
two  were  interested,  and  these  wrere  firms  from  outside  the  District, 
and  the  travelling  costs  proved  to  be  prohibitive.  The  resulting 
tenders  were  in  the  sum  of  £2,100  approximately  per  house. 

As  an  alternative,  prefabricated  houses  were  sought,  but  again 
it  was  found  impossible  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  Contractor  for 
erection.  Unless  extraordinary  measures  can  be  taken  the  Hather¬ 
leigh  site  is  likely  to  remain  dormant  for  some  time,  as  I  consider 
that  every  present  possibility  to  build  there  has  been  explored. 

This  situation  must  influence  the  Council  in  carrying  out  the 
Ministry  of  Health  recommendation  in  regard  to  advance  preparation 
of  sites  ;  indeed,  even  greater  caution  should  be  exercised  in  the 
purchase  of  sites,  especially  where  these  occur  in  the  more  remote 
parts  of  the  District. 
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It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  attitude  of  builders  to  Council 
Housing  work  when  related  to  their  acceptance  of  house  building  by 
private  developers,  as  in  every  case  licenses  have  been  allocated  by 
the  Council.  In  Council  House  building  every  facility  is  granted 
to  a  Contractor,  the  houses  are  always  in  pairs  or  multiple  blocks— 
private  development  is  almost  exclusively  related  to  detached 
properties  with  a  maximum  licence  value  of  £1,500,  and  with  floor 
area  generally  100  square  feet  greater  than  for  the  average  Council 
House.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a  circumstance  to  which  the 
Council  should  give  very  careful  consideration  when  considering  the 
issue  of  any  private  licence. 

Planning  :  During  the  year  plans  have  been  submitted  and 
approved  for  the  following  totals  : — 


Conversions  and  Adaptions  ... 

85 

Farm  Buildings 

41 

New  Properties 

42 

Total  ...  168 


The  amount  of  work  involved  in  the  administration  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Act  is  considerable,  all  sites  being  inspected 
before  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Council, and  subsequent  inspections 
being  carried  out  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 

The  provisions  of  the  amendment  to  the  1950  Act  will  not 
relieve  the  Department  of  any  responsibility,  as  planning  permission 
is  still  required  for  all  development  situated  within  two  miles  of  the 
Folly  Gate  and  Winkleigh  Airfields,  for  all  development  extending 
beyond  existing  building  lines,  and  within  limits  of  all  classified 
roads,  together  with  all  development  involving  access  therefrom. 

In  addition,  it  should  be  noted  that  even  where  exemption  from 
planning  is  applicable,  plans  still  have  to  be  submitted  and  con¬ 
sidered  under  the  Council’s  Building  Bye-laws. 

An  important  feature  of  this  Act  for  applications  relating  to 
new  development  is  the  "  outline  application  ”  whereby  a  prospective 
developer  can  submit  a  proposal  containing  all  information  withthe 
exception  of  actual  house  plans,  enabling  consideration  to  be  given 
by  all  interested  authorities.  If  approval  is  given  to  the  outline 
scheme  it  is  then  merely  necessary  to  submit  house  plans  shewing 
the  elevations  for  final  consideration. 

In  the  case  of  works  within  the  schedule  involving  develop¬ 
ment  charges,  the  Department  is  responsible  for  notifying  the 
Central  Land  Board  of  the  proposals. 

Housing  Maintenance  :  Housing  maintenance  roughly  follows 
the  lines  indicated  in  the  previous  reports.  Houses  are  gradually 
being  brought  up  to  standards  with  the  installation  of  electricity  and 
with  better  types  of  cooking  appliances.  Exterior  repair  and  paint¬ 
ing  work  is  being  undertaken  by  semi-direffi  labour,  and  this  has 
been  economically  very  successful.” 
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HOUSING  PROGRAMME 
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. (x)  MOib'iag 

|  Chafgord  (Orchard  Meadow 

|  Estate) 

I  Chagford  (New  Street) 

Drewsteignton  (Whiddon 
Down  Estate) 

1  North  Tawton  (Essington) 
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(Tongue  End) 
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Estate) 
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Totals  ... 

T  —  Traditional 
NT  —  Non-traditional 


COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  THE  OKEHAMPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT, 

1949 


Parish 

Beaworthy 

Belstone 
Bondleigh 
Bratton  Clovelly 
Bridestowe 
Broadwoodkelly 

Chagford 


Drewsteington  . . . 

Exbourne 
Germansweek  . . . 
Gidleigh 
Hatherleigh 


Highampton 
Iddesleigh 
Inwardleigh 
Jacobstowe 
Meeth  ... 
Monkokehampton 
Northlew  with  Ashbury 
North  Tawton 


Okehampton  Hamlets 

Sampford  Courtenay  ... 

Sourton 

South  Tawton 

Spreyton 

Throwleigh 


Number  of  Total  Number 


Situation  Houses 

in 

Parish 

Black  Hill 

2 

Patchacott 

2 

4 

Tor  Down 

6 

6 

Bondleigh 

4 

4 

Bratton  Clovelly 

3 

3 

Bridestowe 

8 

8 

Broadwoodkelly 

2 

Splatt 

1 

3 

Dennis  Park 

33 

Biera  View 

8 

Orchard  Meadow 

19 

“  Monte  Rosa  ” 

5  (Flats) 

65 

Drewsteignton 

8 

Whiddon  Down 

8 

16 

Exbourne 

2 

2 

Moor  View  Terrace 

12 

— • 

Higher  Street 

6 

Normandy  Place 

4 

22 

Highampton 

2 

2 

Iddesleigh 

2 

2 

Folly  Gate 

6 

6 

Meeth  10  10 


Northlew 

4 

4 

Barton  Hill 

16 

Fore  Street 

8 

Essington 

6 

30 

Chichacott 

4 

Peacewater 

2 

6 

Sampford  Village 

4 

Station 

4 

8 

Sourton  Village 

4 

Dowr 

6 

10 

South  Tawton 

6 

South  Zeal 

22 

28 

Spreyton 

6 

6 

Throwleigh 

4 

Wonson 

2 

6 

Grand  Total  251 
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Section  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk 

The  inspectors  took  62  samples  of  milk  during  the  year  of 
which  69%  passed  the  cleanliness  test.  The  results  of  analysis  are 
set  out  hereunder  : — 


Grade 

Total 

Samples 

Taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Accredited 

14 

9 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

36 

26 

10 

Upgraded  School 

7 

3 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested  School 

5 

5 

— 

Totals  ... 

62 

43 

19 

These  figures  relate  to  only  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year* 
as  from  October  onwards  milk  production  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  County 
Sampling  Officer  ceased  to  function.  Your  Council  now  is  only 
responsible  for  the  registration  and  supervision  of  retail  premises 
Under  the  old  arrangements  your  M.O.H.  received  copies  of  all  tests 
and  results — under  the  new  arrangements  no  information  whatever 
has  been  received  from  the  production  side.  This  is  remarkable  as 
from  a  perusal  of  the  Regulations  it  would  appear  that  the  M.O.H. 
is  still  the  official  responsible  for  protecting  the  public  against 
milk  borne  disease. 


Cowsheds 

Up  to  1st  October,  1949,  when  the  registration  of  milk  producers 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  24  premises  were  inspected  as  to  their  suitability  for  milk 
production  at  the  request  of  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the 
Agricultural  Executive  Committte.  Of  these  : — 

Number  of  premises  where  permanent  licences  were 

recommended  and  granted  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  premises  where  temporary  licences  were 

recommended  and  granted  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  premises  where  refusal  was  recommended 

and  no  licence  granted  ...  ...  ...  4 

During  the  year  and  up  to  1st  October,  11  new  cowsheds  were 
built  in  this  area. 
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Food  Premises 

Regular  inspections  of  food  preparing  premises  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  where  necessary,  informal  action  has 
resulted  in  improvements.  Generally  speaking,  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  at  premises  and  of  food  handlers  is  satisfactory.  In  one 
case,  however,  a  lock  up  fish  and  chip  shop,  it  was  ;found  that 
potatoes  were  being  prepared  and  fat  kept  in  a  coal  house. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Meat 

The  meat  supply  continued  to  come  from  the  Tavistock  town 
abattoir  and  was  duly  inspected  there. 

By  permission  of  the  Tavistock  Urban  Council  the  following 
table  of  inspections  is  submitted  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle, 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

1707 

942 

1457 

7474 

451 

Number  Inspected  ... 

1707 

942 

1457 

7474 

451 

A  ll  diseases  except  T uber  culo- 
sis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

10 

29 

40 

81 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

1081 

665 

14 

1615 

30 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

63.91% 

73.67% 

3.77% 

22.69% 

8.42% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

42 

8 

— 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con 
demned... 

93 

155 

— — 

34 

Percentaee  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

6.15% 

20.91% 

0.54% 

— 

*  \ 

8.64% 
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Inspection  of  Food  and  Foodstuffs 

Quantities  of  unsound  foods  inspected  during  the  year  have 
resulted  in  8  cwts.  89  lbs.  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  being  volun¬ 
tarily  surrendered  by  owners  and  certified  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption. 

Action  taken  by  the  County  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Thirty  one  samples  were  taken  in  the  Rural  District  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  the  year.  Twenty  were  of  milk  and  all 
were  genuine.  The  average  butter  fat  content  was  3.84%  and 
average  non-fatty  solids  8.91%. 

Of  the  eleven  samples  taken  of  other  foodstuffs  all  were 
satisfactory  and  there  were  no  complaints. 


Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

Apart  from  poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis)  the  district  was 
fortunate  in  not  having  any  major  epidemic  of  infectious  disease, 
although  the  exanthemata  did  their  usual  rounds  amongst  the 
children. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  by  the 


practitioners  : — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  37 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  11 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  following  cases  were  notified  by  the  schools  in  the 
district  : — 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  17 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Diptheria  :  No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 
This  was  the  first  full  year  that  the  immunisation  service  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
the  procedure  would  be  more  efficiently  organised  on  a  local  basis. 
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All  possible  assistance  has,  however,  been  afforded  the  County 
Officer  in  the  execution  of  these  duties. 


Poliomyelitis  :  A  severe  outbreak  of  this  condition  commenced 
in  June  and  continued  into  July.  It  was  remarkable  in  so  far  that 
the  disease  was  restricted  entirely  to  the  parish  of  Bridestowe,  no 
other  case  occurring  for  many  miles  in  any  direction. 

As  a  full  report  of  a  highly  technical  nature  has  already  been 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  it  is  not  considered  necessary  to 
enlarge  at  length  here. 

Ten  cases  in  all  were  notified  as  set  out  hereunder  by  date, 
sex  and  age  : 


17th  June 
20th  June 
28th  June 
29th  June 
1st  July 
3rd  July 
5th  July 
5th  July 
7th  July 
12th  July 


Female  aged  35  years 
Female  aged  5  years 
Female  aged  5  years 
Female  aged  5  years 
Female  aged  5  years 
Male  aged  4  years 
Female  aged  18  months 
Female  aged  4  years 
Male  aged  4  years 
Female  aged  5  years. 


To  this  must  be  added  a  further  four  discovered  some  months 
later  who  were  suffering  from  muscular  weakness. 

An  attack  rate  of  this  order  occurring  in  a  populous  neighbour¬ 
hood  would  run  into  thousands.  Is  there  any  special  reason  there¬ 
fore  why  this  small  community  should  have  been  so  stricken  ?  On 
careful  inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  myself  we  found 
the  village  to  be  in  an  appallingly  insanitary  state — the  two  streams 
were  foul — forty-seven  dangerous  nuisances  were  discovered  and 
dealt  with  and  the  whole  place  was  buzzing  with  flies.  As  I 
remarked  in  my  report  to  the  Ministry,  “  Bridestowe  is,  to  my  mind, 
an  example  of  breakdown  in  Public  Health  administration.  Four 
fifths  of  the  properties  were  connected  to  the  Council  main  water 
and  sewer  some  twelve  years  ago,  and  the  remainder,  chiefly  owned 
by  one  landlord,  have  been  allowed  to  perpetrate  dangerous 
nuisances.” 

How  the  virus  gained  entry  into  the  village  in  the  first  place  is 
a  mystery  although  the  discovery  of  a  recently  used  earth  closet  in 
the  disused  camp  adjacent  to  the  house  of  the  first  case  may  be 
significant.  If  that  were  so  the  plague  of  flies  could  easily  have 
completed  the  mischief.  However  it  may  be,  the  fact  remains  that 
after  an  interval  equal  to  the  supposed  incubation  period  of  the 
disease,  from  the  time  of  our  drastic  methods  of  cleaning  up  the 
place,  no  further  case  occurred. 
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Of  the  fourteen  cases,  ten  of  which  were  notified  at  the  time 
and  four  discovered  later,  the  present  position  is  : — 

One  died. 

One  is  very  severely  paralysed  and  bedridden. 

Two  are  absent  from  school  and  have  been  ascertained 
as  handicapped. 

Four  are  in  school  with  muscular  weakness. 

Four  are  in  school  apparently  cured. 

Two  are  not  of  school  age  and  have  muscular  weakness. 

As  well  as  the  above  your  M.O.FL  was  called  into  consultation 
no  less  than  78  times  by  practitioners  or  worried  parents. 

Tuberculosis  :  The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year  : — 

Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 

Males  ...  ...  ...  4  Males  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Females  ...  ...  ...  2  Females  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  :  7 

80  cases  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  disease  appears  to  have  taken  on  a  strange  new  propensity 
in  so  far  that  the  incidence  now  falls  on  adult  males  of  the  middle 
age  group.  This  is  not  peculiar  to  this  district  only,  but  universal, 
and  is  the  subject  of  much  speculation. 

An  investigation  was  carried  out  as  to  the  social  strata  chiefly 
affected  by  the  disease  by  analysing  the  rateable  values  of  the 
domicile.  It  was  found  that  the  average  rateable  value  of  the 
houses  occupied  by  sufferers  was  11.2.  If  a  comparable  group  of 
measles  notifications  is  taken  as  a  control  group,  it  being  well  known 
that  this  disease  attacks  all  classes  at  random,  it  is  found  that  the 
scatter  of  measles  is  3J  times  that  of  tuberculosis  round  their 
respective  means  which  tends,  in  my  opinion,  to  show  that  the 
generally  accepted  view  in  the  past  that  tuberculosis  was  related  to 
poor  housing  and  low  income  still  holds  today.  This  bears  out  the 
contention  that  considerable  priority  should  obtain  in  housing  these 
sufferers. 

In  conclusion  I  would  thank  my  colleagues  for  their  assistance 
in  preparing  this  report  and  to  the  Council  for  the  ready  hearing  I 
have  received  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

✓ 

Medical  Off  icer  of  Health . 
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